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and that the seizure of power by a ruthless bureaucracy may be,
like the rapacity of Church landlordism, the signal of Dark Ages
ahead of us. "Whether we choose the spectacular path of revo-
lution in accordance with the dialectical theology of violence,
or whether we strive to follow the difficult path of reason may
therefore decide whether the emergence of a collectivist economy
is or is not a step towards a better social order.

Those who believe that collectivism is a necessary rather ^than
a sufficient1 condition of further social progress will feel the
imperative need to preserve the intellectual gains of our own
civilization in the society which succeeds it; and will doubt the
value of emotional short-cuts ^hicfc may achieve the material
conditions of further advancement in the process of destroying
the intellectual freedom which could take advantage of them.
In the present tempo of dissolving loyalties they are not afraid
that capitalism will survive. Of collectivism in some form or
another we may now say with St. Augustine petant out non petant
venire habet. Whether it is better or worse than what preceded
it will depend on whether the aggrandizement of a bureaucratic
caste replaces the self-interest of the shareholder or whether
education for a potential age of plenty keeps in step with the
necessary changes of administrative machinery. If such is the
choice before us a great responsibility rests on those who have
the intellectual gifts which would strengthen us in our resolve
to pursue the difficult path of reason. Among those who possess
such gifts no one is better equipped than Haldane to show us
how research into current changes in population could throw
light on the perplexing problems of social stratification; and thus
help us to set about the task of mobilizing social effort to realize
the age of plenty.

Intellectuals who recognize their social responsibilities need
no pressure to divert them from excessive and unimaginative
empiricism. What Bacon calls man's inveterate habit of dwelling
on abstractions sometimes asserts itself in its most retrograde form,

1 A distinction made by Bertrand Russell in his new and penetrating study,
Power. George Allen & Unwin.